
 

 

Cadet Commander’s Corner 
By Cadet LTC Steven Poepping 

As Fall Semester 2012 comes to an 
end, I want to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone within the Corps 
of Cadets for an exceptional semes-
ter. The effort put forth this semester 
has been monumental and will pay 
off in the future. The upperclassmen 
took last year’s training plan and 
adjusted it to exceed standards, and 
more importantly, last year’s expec-
tations. It’s always a goal of the 
Fighting Saints Battalion to be the 
best in our Task Force and in 2012 
we proved to be the best. Our 2013 
goal is to be better than last year, 
setting the bar high for the remain-
ing ROTC Battalions. MS Is and IIs, 
go have a fantastic Christmas Break 
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What’s Inside: and come back prepared for physi-
cal training and a new semester. MS 
IIIs, enjoy your time off and begin 
to seek out ways to improve your 
skills in leadership and basic sol-
diering. To the MS IVs, I wish you 
the best with training the Fighting 
Saints Battalion as they prepare for 
Warrior Forge 2013 and beginning 
your career as an Army Officer. A 
special thanks to the Cadre for train-
ing us all to be the best we can.  
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  “Leaders must be close 
enough to relate to others, but 
far enough ahead to motivate 
them."- John C. Maxwell 

FSB Ranger Challenge Teams during the 2012 Task Force Ripley Competition at Camp Ripley, MN 



 

 

From the Senior Military Instructor 
MSG Thomas Biggerstaff  
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From the Professor of Military Science 
LTC Darrell Bascom 

Christmas party for the children of the 
367th Engineer Battalion (USAR). Most 
importantly, over this last semester we 
have trained hard preparing our young 
Cadets to become officers, while still 
keeping them focused on their studies 
and being safe.  As I look back upon 
this first semester, I am truly amazed 
and very pleased at the daily accom-
plishments of both Cadets and Cadre as 
we recruit, train, and prepare to com-
mission your sons and daughters. Our 
Cadre Team is stronger than ever with 
the arrival this semester of MAJ Nelson, 
CPT Wright, MSG Hanson and SFC 
Stonebarger.  MAJ Matt LeBlanc is still 
deployed and serving our great nation in 
Afghanistan, but we are looking forward 
to welcoming him home in Febru-
ary. Our program remains strong with 
122 Cadets participating in the program 
and 23 commissions this year.  With the 
talented pool of Cadets we possess we 
are definitely postured to exceed our 
commission mission for the foreseeable 
future.  Have a blessed and safe Holiday 
Season.  Train to Lead! 

Time is really flying by as we 
begin to feel the sting of winter.  
With classes wrapping up and 
final grades coming in, I am 
proud to say all the MSIIIs are 
doing a great job, and are on a 
smooth sailing path for success 
at LDAC.  The Professor of 
Military Science and I are very 
impressed with the MS IV class 
as they have truly taken owner-

ship of this great battalion.  In addition, our new 
MSIV’s got off to a fine start planning and executing 
our Fall FTX and labs and it is reassuring to see the 
them truly devote themselves to this program to ensure 
the MS III’s get the proper training for LDAC this sum-
mer;  I am predicting we’ll see many “E’s” in our future 
at Warrior Forge.  So many of the MSIs and IIs have 
shown glimpses of their enormous potential and we, as 
Cadre, look forward to watching them grow and expand 
as leaders. Training and learning remain our hallmark 

and the Ranger Challenge team exceeded all expectations.  
They assembled four teams, to include a first time ever fe-
male team led by Cadet Majkrzak.  The top male team 
placed second in the Task Force behind the longtime rival 
UND.  They were chosen as the wild card to compete at 
Camp Dodge, Iowa for the BDE competition.  The team did 
excellent, putting up competitive times in many grueling 
events.  They won the APFT event with the highest average 
in the Brigade. Cadet Eich busted out a 382 on the APFT to 
help do his part for the team.  The countless hours of train-
ing and preparation were evident as every team did ex-
tremely well.  You heard it here first… The Fighting Saints 
Battalion will win TF Ripley Ranger Challenge Next year.  
Team captain, Cadet Oestreich, is determined to bring that 
trophy home and he has an excellent pool of Rangers to 
build his team.  As always, be safe while taking part in win-
ter activities; Ice fishing, snowmobiling and hunting require 
a little thought to ensure you are safe and your outdoor ad-
venture is a fun one.  Once again, these young men and 
women made me proud to serve with such great Americans.  

What an outstand-
ing semester, 
packed full of suc-
cess and accom-
plishment for the 
Fighting Saints 
Battalion.  Your 
Cadets participated 
and excelled in so 
many significant 
events that it is 

hard to capture.  Four teams participated in 
the annual Ranger Challenge Competition 
at Camp Ripley where we placed 2nd in 
both the male and female category, and 
sent a team to the Brigade level competi-
tion for the first time in 9 years.  Ultimate-
ly our male team finished the season 
ranked 6 out of over 106 teams.  24 Cadets 
also ran in the Army Ten Miler in Wash-
ington DC, toured the National Mall, and 
attended the Annual Association of the 
United States Army (AUSA) National con-
vention.  Their efforts in the competition 
earned them 1st place in the ROTC catego-
ry for the 2nd year in a row and set the rec-
ord for time in its category, with two of 

our Cadets ending as the fastest in all of 
ROTC.  While in Washington DC, our 
AUSA subchapter received national 
recognition with monetary awards for 
having the largest and most active 
AUSA ROTC subchapter for the 2nd 
year in a row as well; Cadet Nathan 
Illies received the award for our Battal-
ion with our Commanding General, 
MG Smith present.  In recognition of 
our accomplishments we were selected 
over 41 other programs as the “Most 
Improved” in the Brigade, and placed 
3rd best for accessions and commission-
ing; placing our Cadets in the best pos-
sible position to achieve their goals. We 
held our third annual Fighting Saints 
Battalion 5K Race to raise awareness 
and further foster our relationship with 
the community with over 200 runners. 
Additionally, Cadets conducted numer-
ous color guards at SJU, CSB, and 
SCSU sporting events and participated 
in the St. Cloud 9-11 Remembrance 
Ceremony and Veterans Day Parade. 
Recently, Cadets raised money for 
Toys for Military Kids, and sponsored a 



 

 

3rd Annual FSB 5K Run/Walk 
By Cadet Gerald Pittman 
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The 3rd Annual Fight Saints 
Battalion 5K Run/Walk took 
place on a wonderful Saturday 
morning in the fall month of 
September with the sun shin-
ing, the leaves bright, and the 
air clear. AUSA Sub-chapter 

leadership took the reins on the event early on in the year 
to organize a successful event. And that it was. Friends, 
family, alumni, co-workers, and Cadets all participated in 
the event creating tremendous support for the Fighting 
Saints program. As the starting air horn echoed through 
the air, the runners were off for a gorgeous trek through 
the Saint John’s Arboretum trail system. Whether running 
or walking, participants were able to catch a glimpse of 
the peaceful wooded acres of Saint John’s while enjoying 
the company of their friends and family. Cadets and cadre 
showed their appreciation for their supporters by volun-
teering for information booths, offering refreshments, and 
providing music for the audience. Each participant also 

Fall 2012 Commissioning  
By Cadet Andy Philips 

received an FSB ROTC race bag and a 5K T-shirt. Medals and 
trophies were also awarded to those who placed top overall in 
their respective age category. In the end, the FSB 5K Run/Walk 
was a great leadership opportunity for FSB Cadets and allowed 
the community to support and become actively involved in the 
FSB Army ROTC Program. Thank you to all who supported 
and participated! Hope to see you next year! 

December 2012 Fighting Saints Bat-
talion Cadet Battalion Commander 
Army career took a new turn.  De-
cember 15, 2012 marked the end of 
Cadet Steven Poepping’s college edu-
cation, his pursuit of a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Accounting, and the beginning 

of an Army career. This is an important time for Cadet 
Poepping in his military career, he transitions from Cadet 
to Lieutenant by commissioning into the Active Duty Ar-
my Armor Corps. He successfully completed all essential 
training with excellence. 2LT Poepping will attend Basic 
Officer Leaders Course at Fort Benning, Georgia for the 
Armor Corps before arriving at his first assignment. The 
commissioning ceremony was a special event attended by 
family, friends, fellow Cadets, and Cadre. On behalf of 
the Fighting Saints Battalion, we congratulate 2LT Steven 
Poepping on a job well done. We wish this newly com-
missioned Lieutenant the best of luck in his career as an 
Army officer. 2LT Poepping & MSG Biggerstaff during the 2012 Fall  

Commissioning Ceremony. 
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Army Ten Miler Washington, D.C. 

By Cadet Connor Gjevre 

Fighting Saints Battalion went 
back to the Army Ten Miler to 
defend its ROTC title on Octo-
ber 21, 2012. The teams con-
sisted of Cadets Pittman, Mar-
schall, Charpentier, Gjevre, 
Lillehaug, Reamer, Illies and 

Wuebben from Saint John’s University; Cadets Holte, 
Wirtz, Hamand, Weill, Boettcher, Boerner and Cameron 
from the College of Saint Benedict; and Cadets Anderson 
(Benjamyn), DeJesus,  Freeman, Garrett, McDonald, and 
Anderson (Cullen) from Saint Cloud State University. Eve-
rything was put in prospective when they went to the Ar-
lington National Cemetery and saw the sacrifices made by 
these soldiers while protecting our country. On October 
9th, the Cadets awoke at 4:30am in order to prepare for the 
race. LTC Bascom gave words of encouragement before 
stepping off to the race. The Cadets knew that this race 
would be one of the hardest they have ever done. Last year 
they walked away with the title without breaking a sweat; 
however this year there were huge targets on their backs. 
Virginia Tech and Michigan State were after them. Every-

 

one knew that the race would be very close due to the fact 
that all the teams were running around 60 minutes. As the 
Cadets walked to the pentagon, where the race started, they 
saw many other teams assembling, including teams that in-
cluded wounded warriors who had lost limbs in combat. Fi-
nally at 0800 the race started with cannon fire. The vast 
amount of people that ran this race was amazing as there was 
no end in sight when you turned your head back. The race ran 
all through DC’s monuments and past the capital building. 
The Fighting Saints Battalion male team got first place in the 
ROTC division with a total time of 3 hours 58 minutes and 
54 seconds and the Vessey team took fourth place in the 
Women’s division. CDT Gjevre came in first for the Fighting 
Saints Battalion team with a time of 54 minutes 55 seconds. 
The FSB got a trophy for winning their division and a travel-
ling cup for beating all the teams from Minnesota. The next 
day the team went to the AUSA convention and got to see the 
new technology that the Army is developing as well as listen 
to speeches given by the Secretary of the Army and the Com-
manding General of Cadet Command. Finally on Tuesday the 
team headed back to Minnesota to relax and prepare for next 
year’s Army Ten Miler and the Bataan Death March.  

Ranger Challenge 2012 was a year 
which began with complications and 
ended in triumphs.  Training began 
in the middle of August and ended 
in the beginning of November.  We 

went through many personnel changes having our coach and 
team captain replaced.  This year’s team was led by Team 
Captain CDT Jacob Oestreich and Coaches CPT Wright, 
MSG Biggerstaff, and SFC Stonebarger.  Training was long 
and rigorous as the RC team held 2 practices every day of 
the season and trained on numerous weekends in order to be 
as prepared as possible.  Coming off of a third place finish at 
the Task Force competition at Camp Ripley last year, the 
Fighting Saints were eager to surpass that mark.  At this 
year’s Task Force competition, the Fighting Saints took sec-
ond in the male and female categories, and earned a wild 
card slot to the 3rd Brigade Ranger Challenge competition at 
Camp Dodge, Iowa.  This was the first time in nine years 
that the Saints were able to reach this competition.  At Bri-
gade, the competition was extremely stiff and we placed 6th 
overall.  This made us the sixth best Ranger Challenge team 
in a brigade of over 100 teams.  With the invaluable 
knowledge and experience gained at the Brigade competition 
this year, we will be a serious force to be reckoned with next 
year as our goal will be to take that first place trophy home. 

2012 Ranger Challenge Competition Camp Ripley, MN 
By Cadet Jacob Oestreich 



 

 

The terrorist attacks on the United 
States on September 11th, 2001 
will always be remembered. Four 
American planes were hijacked 
and crashed into the twin towers 
of the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and a field in Pennsyl-
vania all of which claiming 2,762 

lives. “A Day to Remember,” was an event held at 
the St. Cloud Police Department on the eleventh 
anniversary of the attacks. This ceremony honored 
first responders and police officers that died as well 
as the service men and women that have died 
fighting the war on terror since the attacks. The 
program included speeches from Major Dave Kleis, 
Chief of Police William Blair Anderson, a prayer 
from a local minister, and representatives from po-
lice and fire departments. Cadet Mathew Garrett 

A Day To Remember 
By Cadet Matthew McDonald 

led fellow Cadets from the Fighting Saints Battalion 
including Luke Tousignant, Luke Loso, Cody Backer, 
Matthew McDonald, and Cody Jacobson-Hanson in the 
color guard for this event. 
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Veterans Day Parade Cadets March in Honor of Those Who ServedCadets March in Honor of Those Who Served  
By Cadet Andrew Blasczyk 

On 11 November 2012, Cadets from the Fighting Saints Battalion marched in the annual Vet-
eran’s Day Parade in St. Cloud, MN. This parade starts at the Saint Cloud Veteran Affairs 
Hospital and ends at the Saint Cloud Apollo High School. The parade included veterans, girl 
scouts and different organizations in support, appreciation and remembrance of all those who 
have served our great nation. The Fighting Saints Battalion Cadets who participated ranged 
from first year to fourth year and was a great experience to all, especially those who had never 
experienced this event. The support of all who came out on such a cold afternoon was amaz-

ing. This was a great morale 
and team building event. After 
the parade the girl scouts pre-
sented Cadets with pictures 
they had drawn to show their 
support and was much appre-
ciated. Many veterans and 
their families came out to en-
joy the parade along with oth-
er community members. This 
was the 5th year the Fighting 
Saints have participated in the 
event and plan to continue for 
years to come to show support 
and appreciation. 



 

 

We would like to invite you to our 60th 
Annual Military Ball on April 19th, 
2013.  Please look for information 
about the Military Ball in the Spring. It 
would be great if you could join 
us.  Keep checking our website for up-
dates from your brothers and sisters.   
http://www.csbsju.edu/army-rotc.htm 

  
If you have any questions please contact Mr. Alberto DeJesús 
at adejesus@csbsju.edu or 320-308-3930. We wish you and 
your family many blessing this Holiday Season and are wish-
ing you a safe and joyful New Year. 
 
Other notes: Officers enroute to their Captains Career Course 
can serve as Hometown Recruiters for a week or so; email us 
if you are interested.  If you would like to come to speak to 
Cadets or at the monthly AUSA meeting at the Fort Snelling 
Officer’s Club, contact LTC Bascom or Mr. DeJesús at 320-
308-3930.   
  
Please consider joining our AUSA Sub-chapter.  Tell your 
soldiers about Green-to-Gold at SCSU, CSB, or SJU.   
 
If you know a post-command active duty Captain who would 
like to serve on our Cadre, give CPT Lukas Wright a call at 
320-363-2717. 
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Fall Field Training Exercise Camp Ripley, MN 
By Cadet Mathew Garrett 

Alum Notes / Military Ball Support Your Local Staff Ride 

Every year Cadet Command expects MSIVs to study a 
battle and conduct an on-site staff ride.  This helps them 
learn from history about the challenges and opportunities 
they might face as officers in wartime.  

Last year the MSIV class went to Lower Sioux Agency 
and focused on the Dakota Uprising of 1862.   

 If you would like to donate to our trip, please make your 
checks out to “Cadet Battalion Fund” and mail to: De-
partment of Military Science, ATTN: LTC Darrell Bas-
com, 7099 Guild Hall, Collegeville, MN 56321, or call 
LTC Bascom at 320-363-. 
 
The donations are tax deductible. 

equipment and whatever nature provided. The weekend 
was a great success and a great learning experience for 
all. This year’s MS Is got a firsthand look at the pro-
gram and the MS IIs and IIIs received the opportunity to 
sharpen their skills as well as improving on any weak 
areas. Fall FTX was a success for all Cadets.  

As a fresh group of Cadets come into 
the new school year, so does another 
weekend of Fall FTX at Camp Ripley. 
Every fall semester, the Fighting Saints 
travel to Camp Ripley where incoming 
MS Is begun to learn, hands on, about: 
land navigation, STX lanes, setting up 
a bivouac site, ruck marching, zeroing 

weapons on a range and FLRC. For many, this is their first 
time experiencing such tasks out in the field but for MS IIs 
and IIIs, this is a chance for them to enhance upon each 
one of the skills previously mentioned. This weekend is 
important for every Cadet because it helps Cadets take 
what they learn in the classroom and apply it to a real life 
situation. It also gives the MS III’s more experience lead-
ing younger Cadets in their preparation for camp, LDAC. 
Although weather may have interfered, these Cadets were 
well prepared to not only work through it but created 
hooches to sleep in outside. Many Cadets took the chance 
to get creative with building their hooch with only their 



 

 

Toys For Military Kids Program  
By Cadet Tyler Brakner 
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Welcome our Newest Cadre Member 
By Cadet Sandra Freeman 

Master Sergeant Donald Hansen grew 
up in Mondamin, IA. He enlisted in the 
Air Force in 1986 and served six years 
as an Aircraft Armament Systems Spe-
cialist.  He returned to Iowa after com-
pleting his enlistment and joined the 
Iowa Army National Guard as a TOW 
Gunner.  In March 1993, he joined the 

Army and attended Basic and Advanced Individual 
Training at Fort Benning, GA. His civilian education in-
cludes an Associate Degree in General Studies from Cen-
tral Texas College and is a graduate from West Harrison 
High School.  His military education includes Warrior 
Leaders Course, Advanced Leaders Course, Senior Lead-

ers Course, First Sergeant Course, Drill Sergeant School, 
Airborne School, Jumpmaster School, Air Assault 
School, Pathfinder School, Equal Opportunity School, 
Basic Military Mountaineering Course and Ranger 
School. MSG Hansen has held many leadership positions 
to include Team Leader, Squad Leader, Drill Sergeant, 
Platoon Sergeant, Assistant Operations Sergeant, First 
Sergeant, Brigade Assistant Operations Sergeant, and 
Operations Sergeant Major. MSG Hansen has served in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation En-
during Freedom.  MSG Hansen is married to the former 
Melody Kennedy of Largo, FL and they have one son: 
Austin who is currently serving as a Combat Engineer 
stationed at Fort Carson, CO. 

Every year the Fighting Saints Battalion aids the Fighting Saints 
AUSA Sub-chapter by collecting money for Toys for Military Kids.  
The contributions go to buy clothing and toys for children of de-
ployed soldiers who might not be able to afford toys and clothing on 
their own.  Fundraising will continue to take place throughout the 
holiday season, and we are happy to announce that it was once again 

a successful year.  In addition to the fundraising being done around the State, the Fighting 
Saints AUSA Sub-chapter sponsored a Christmas party here in Saint Cloud this season for 
D Co. 1-194th Combined Arms Battalion.  The Fighting Saints Battalion was honored to 
purchase, wrap and deliver over $1,400 worth of new toys for children of all ages.  At the 
party, six FSB Cadets helped aid Santa Claus in handing the toys out to the children present 
at the Christmas party.  
 
If you would like more information about Toys for Military Kids Program, or would 
like to donate to the cause, please contact Mr. Alberto DeJesús at (320) 308-3930.     



 

 

Sights from Fall 2012 
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Cadets Roe and Bode treading water during 
the Combat Water Survival Training. 

Cadets participate in the Winter Nights 
and Lights parade in Saint Cloud. 

Cadet Peterson teaches the MS IV bat-
tle class during the 2012 Staff Ride. 

Senior Cadets listen to a Native Ameri-
can speaker during the 2012 Staff Ride.  

FSB Cadets present the colors during a 
SCSU Basketball game. 

Cadets De Jesus and Gjevre during 
the 3rd Annual FSB5K. 

Cadet Poepping commissioned as a 
2LT on Saturday December 15, 2012. 

Cadets Smith, Hamand, and Cameron  
during Combat Water Survival Training. 

Cadet Strege very excited to grade 
Written Land Navigation exams. 



 

 

Sights from Fall 2012 

Cadet Zenzen and the Ranger Challenge 
team during training. 

Cadet Pittman during Land Navigation 
at the Fall Field Training Exercise. 

Cadets Gjevre and Gosswiller pulling 
security during STX training. 

Cadet Dingle running the 2 mile run 
during his initial APFT. 

Cadet Anderson holds the log steady on 
an obstacle on the FLRC range at Camp 
Ripley. 

Newly contracted Cadets are ready to swear in. 

Cadets Blasczyk and Metzler pulling security on the FLRC 
range at the Fall Field Training Exercise. 
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Cadet Boerner jumps into the pool during 
Combat Water Survival Training. 
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Fall 2012 Cadet of the Month: 

  
 
  September— Cadet Tyler Brakner 
  
  October—  Cadet Jack Dingle 
 
  November— Cadet Zachary Eich 
 
  December— Cadet Rachel Wayne 
 
 
*Please check out our Cadet of the Months’ Bios and pictures on our 
website at: www.csbsju.edu/Army-ROTC/Cadet-of-the-Month.htm 

Department of Military Science 
Guild Hall, Room 020 

Collegeville, MN 56321 

FIGHTING SAINTS BATTALION  
ST.JOHN’S UNIVERSITY,   

COLLEGE OF ST.BENEDICT  
& ST.CLOUD STATE UNIVERSITY 

Phone:  320-363-3218 
http://armyrotc.com/edu/mnstjohns 

E-mail: rotc@csbsju.edu 
If you are interested in ROTC or have any questions please feel free to 
visit our office either at St. John’s or St. Cloud University campus.  At 

SCSU we are located downstairs Stewart Hall room 11 and at St. John’s 
we are located downstairs Guild Hall room 20.   

This issue was compiled by: 

CDT Sandra Freeman,  C/S-5 

Do you know a future Cadet? 
 

If you know a young person who has the potential to be an Officer, 
tell them about us! 

They don’t have to be from Minnesota! 
 

We have great opportunities for Green-to-Gold; two/three/or four 
year scholarships  

(CSB/SJU/SCSU even pay for room & board); 
and the Simultaneous Membership Program.   

Call 320-363-2717 for more info. 

       Spring 2013 Main Events 
 
Bataan, White Sands March 15-18 
Spring FTX          April 11-14 
Military Ball        April 19 
Bataan, Brainerd May 4 
Commissioning     May 11 

Voice of the Army Support  
Consider joining the Fighting Saints 
AUSA Sub-chapter of AUSA. Since 
1950, the Association of the United 
States Army has worked to support 
all aspects of national security while 
advancing the interests of America's 
Army and the men and women who 
serve. AUSA is a private, non-profit 
educational organization that sup-

ports America's Army - Active, National Guard, Re-
serve, Civilians, Retirees and family members. Oppor-
tunities at a variety of events both local and national. 
See the Minnesota chapter’s website at 
www.vessey5401.org/ or call Mr. Alberto DeJesús @ 
(320) 308-3930 to learn more. 

AUSA provides our Cadets numerous Professional De-
velopment Opportunities. 


